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AMY AIDINIS HIRSCH 


INTERIOR DESIGN 



make it personal. 


We believe our most successful designs 
translate our clients' desires into homes that are 
intelligent, refined and personal. 


k. 


www.amyhirsch.com 

203 . 661.1266 
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WESTPORT CT - 203 227-4304 - CADOUXAIA.COM 




ARHAUS’ 

FURNISHJKG A BETTER WORLD 


[lanbury I Manhattan I 866,427.4287 I arhaus.com 

Arhaus Design Sarvicas: Shara yaur idaas and insFiiratian^ with aur dasi^nars and let 
us bring your vision to life. We call It our wbala room solution. You call It home. 


TRADE WELCOME 





42 COLOR STORY 

Inherited pieces fit in seamiessiy in a refreshed Darien home. 

SOUTHPORT STYLE 

A charming cape is just right for its new owner 

66 SLOW REVEAL 

This Riverside garden has evoived around the view. 

78 LIGHTENING UP 

Traditionai and contemporary make a great match. 

82 BLUE LAGOON 

This pooi house is instant summer paradise. 




12 I EDITOR'S LETTER 

15 I GET THE GOODS 

Uitra Violet: Tropical Punch; 
Take it Outside 

20 I HAUTE STUFF 

Decked Out: Ship-Shape 
Lounge Chairs 

22 I SHOP TALK 

Local design news: 

New collections, haute 
happenings and more. 

27 I FASHION HOUSE 

Front Row Finds 


29 I ENTERTAINING 
THOUGHTS 

Sangria anyone? 

30 I HOUSE PARTIES 

athonne Books launch: 
OGRCC Kitchen Tour; Deane 
Issue Party: Michael Florio 
Art Opening: Glass Flouse 
Summer Party: Greenwich 
Affair Launch 

88 I ATHOME WITH... 
Robert Couturier 

The design phemon 
tells us what makes him 
feel at home. 




on the cover dinyar wadia'S potting shed/guest apartment photograph by Jonathan wallen 


ATHOME IN FAIRFIELD COUNTY JULY/AUGUST 2015, VOL. 10, NO. 4. ATHOME IN FAIRFIELD COUNTY (ISSN 1941-9503) is published five times annually (Mar/Apr, May/Jun, Jul/Aug, Sep/Oct, Nov/Dec) 
by Moffly Media, Inc., 205 Main St, Westport, CT 06880. Periodical postage paid at Westport, CT and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes (Form 3579) 
to ATHOME IN FAIRFIELD COUNTY, 149 N. Railroad Selmer, TN 38375. U.S. subscription rates: $19.95/1 year (5 issues), $29.95/2 years; Canada and foreign US$40/1 year, US$60/2 years. 
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Sculpture by Stephen Shaheen. 
Price upon request. 



Nowr&t ?i8.3&SSJ60 

i+fni- 


ABCwoA*wdertiQ«TH9£&rri 

I . -V r! , , I 


Itjng felonKi 

a .■ I t f I <7 f 





JULY/AUGUST 2015 


e 






what’s new on athomefc.com 



Party 

People! 

Check out the latest local 
soirees-some shot by 
Moffly Media's new event 
photography + event 
division, Big Picture. 




SUBSCRIBE TO OUR EXCLUSIVE E-NEWSLETTER @ ILOVEFC.COM/NEWSLETTER 
FOR ALL THINGS FAIRFIELD COUNTY. 


eye for 
style 

Our readers know 
that great design 
goes beyond home 
and garden. That's 
why we think you 
might like the 
stylish specs from 
Parisian brand 
Lafont. Senior 
Editor Ann Kaiser 
has the scoop on 
our website. 


finest of Fairfield Courts 
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SOCIAL MEDIA 

To keep in touch with us between 
issues, "Like''us on Facebook. We will 
keep you up to date on the exciting 
design events conning to Fairfield 
County, exclusive giveaways and 
much more. 


Like us: 

facebook.com/athomefc 


Id 

Follow us: 

twitter.com/athomefc 

^l•'vefc.com 

the best ^fairfield county living • published by moffly media 

ENTERTAINMENT 
RESTAURANTS 
SHOPPING + STYLE 
WEDDINGS 
HEALTHY LIVING 
AND MORE 



8 


athomefc.com 






VICENTfBURIN 

ARCHITECTS, Lit 
203 - 319-9571 



home 


VOLUME 10 ISSUE 4 


JULY/AUGUST 2015 


WE ASKED: 

What’s your latest 
beach read'? 


CREATIVE /EDITORIAL DIRECTOR Amy ViSChiO 

EDITORIAL 

MARKET EDITOR Megan Gagnon 


SENIOR EDITOR Ann Kaiser 
ADVISORY EDITOR Donna Moffly 


ASSISTANT EDITOR Dan Hajducky 



CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 

Jeanne Craig - Editor, New Canaan - Darien Camilla A. Herrera - Editor, Stamford 
Cristin Marandino - Executive Editor, Fairfield Living, New Canaan - Darien; Stamford; Westport 
Diane Sembrot - Editor, Fairfieid Living; Westport 

INTERN, EDITORIAL Maisie Heine 
COPY EDITORS David Johnstone, Bridget Thoreson 


ART 

ART DIRECTOR Garvin Burke production manager Kerri Fice 
SENIOR PHOTOGRAPHER Stacy Bass 



A Visit From 
The Goon 
Squad has 
been in 
my iPhone’s 
notes forever — 
now is 
the time! 



AMBER S. 

One of my 
favorite blowers 
recommended 
this book — so 
I’m in! 



JENNIFER P. 

It’s a real 
page'turner 
that I can’t 
put down! 




I’m reading The Clouds 
Beneath the Sun by 
Mackenzie Ford, because 
it's based on historic fact 
and has a fast-moving plot. 
It’s about an archeologist 
in Kenya in the 1960s 
involved with murder and 
the Maasai. 


DIGITAL MEDIA MANAGER I DIGITAL MEDIA Amber Schiavi 

CHIEF REVENUE OFFICER Pete Mictialsky 

PUBLISHER Clare Blasius 

SALES & MARKETING 

SALES MANAGEMENT MOFFLY MEDIA 

Karen Kelly - Publisher, Stamford 
Gabriella Mays - Publisher, New Canaan - Darien and Westport 
Irish Kirsch - Publisher, Greenwich 

SALES DIRECTORS 

Lisa Phillips Hingst, Hilary Hotchkiss, 

Jennifer Petersen (Director, Fashion and Jewelry) 
RESTAURANTS Danielle Delfino 

REGIONAL ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE - SOUTHEAST Stephanie Delaney 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, EVENT MARKETING Laurinda Finelli 
DIRECTOR, EVENT MARKETING Caroline C. Steber 
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, MARKETING Emily Klaeboe 
INTERN, MARKETING Abbey Femandez 

BUSINESS 

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER Brian R. Feidt 

BUSINESS MANAGER Elena Moffly 

PRESIDENT Jonathan W. Moffly 

VICE PRESIDENT/EDITORIAL & DESIGN Amy ViSChiO 
VICE PRESIDENT/FINANCE & OPERATIONS Brian R. Feidt 
VICE PRESIDENT/SALES & MARKETING Pete Michalsky 
VICE PRESIDENT/TREASURER Elena Moffly 
FOUNDER & CHAIRMAN EMERITUS John W. Moffly IV 
FOUNDER St EDITORIAL ADVISOR Donna C. Moffly 

PUBLISHERS OF 

FAIRFIELD LIVING, GREENWICH, NEW CANAAN ■ DARIEN, 
WESTPORT, STAMFORD and athome Magazines 

205 Main Street, Westport, CT 06880 
phone: 203-222-0600 fax: 203-222-0937 

MaiK® MofflyMedia.com 
FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES, 

please call Casey Pennella at 203-571-1655 
or email advertise@mofflymedia.com. 



Bridal 

magazines — 
Mjy wedding 
is less than 
two months 
away! Yikes! 



EMILY K. 

People magazine 
so I can catch 
up on pop 
culture. 


published by 


MOfFLV MEDIA 


205 Main Street, Westport, CT 06880-3206 phone 203-222-0600 fax 203-222-0937 

TO SUBSCRIBE, renew, or change your address, please e-mail us at subscribe@athomefc.com, call 1-877-467-1735, or write to athome In Fairfield County Magazine, 111 Corporate Drive, Big Sandy, 
TX 75755. U.S. subscription rates: $19.95/1 year (5 issues); $34.95/2 years (10 issues); $44.95/3 years (15 issues). Canada and foreign, US $36/year. Prices are subject to change without notice. ALL 
RIGHTS RESERVED. No part of this periodical may be reproduced without express permission of the publisher. ©2014 athome in Fairfield County Magazine is a registered trademark owned by Moffly 
Media. The opinions expressed by writers commissioned for articles published by athome In Fairfield County are not necessarily those of the magazine. 

FOR QUALITY CUSTOM REPRINTS/E-PRINTS, please call 203-571-1645 or e-mail reprints@mofflymedia.com 
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C RAFTER OF FINE C 


JSTOM HOMES 


INTERrOR DESIGN 


RENOVATIONS 




IJIVI YOUR DREyWi 



MARYBETH WOODS MILLWORK DESIGN AND INTERIOR FINISHES 


editor’s letter 



Me and Ann Kaiser at 
the athome Books launch 
party for Gardens at 
First Light by Stacy Bass, 
hosted by Lillian August 
in NYC. 


We've covered the coast in this issue, from a Greenwich garden with an unbeatable 
view, to a Darien home with the best of family history and some new pieces 
from today, to a charming Southport cape that makes downsizing look very chic 
indeed. Everyone in Fairfield County knows that there is no better place to be in 
summertime. And whether you're hitting the beach or planning a party at home, 
you'll find some ideas to inspire in this issue. 



This time of year is all about effortless entertaining. Now is the time to chill out 
with a cool drink and a great magazine (ahem, like the one you're holding) or a 
great book (see our staff picks for beach reads on page 10). Marcia Selden Catering 
shares a tasty drink recipe on page 29, and our market editor Megan Gagnon has 
rounded up some very trendy and fun paint-splatter pieces in Fashion House (page 
27). Architect Dinyar Wadia invites you into the guest apartment on his property in 
"Lightening Up" on page 78, and designer Laura Tutun's pool house project 
("Blue Lagoon," page 82) was made for pool parties, cookouts, and lounging 
with friends and family-and that is what summer is all about, isn't it? 

We're not ready to let this season go just yet, but fall will be here before we know 
it-and we can't help but be looking forward to the 2015 A-List Awards! We hope you 
saved the date, September 10th, for our sixth annual A-List Gala at the Stamford 
Palace Theatre. Tickets are on sale now at athomefc.com-and until July 15th, we're 
selling them for a discounted rate, so don't delay! Consider it our version of an 
Early Bird special. Join us for design's night out! 



Amy Vischio 
Creative/Editorial Director 
amyv@mofflymedia.com 
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ARCHITECTURE BY JOEB MOORE + PARTNERS ARCHITECTS 


A HALF CENTURY OF PREDICTABLE EXCELLENCE 

M 

HOBBS, INCORPORATED 

NEW HOMES ADDITIONS & RENOVATIONS ESTATE MANAGEMENT 


27 Grove Street, New Canaan, Connecticut 203 966-0726 ■ 2273 Montauk Highway, Bridgehampton, New York 631 537-8620 

WWW.HOBBSINC.COM 


HIC 0506081 
NHC 0000626 




LIVE LIFE WELL 




Commissioning Kotz & Leeds to do a renovation or build a marquee home 
is undoubtedly one of life’s greatest pleasures. The experience revolves around 
our exclusive Concierge Service, which ensures that every decision, 
from the smallest detail to the boldest design choice, is truly effortless. 

DREAM. DESIGN. BUILD. RENOVATE. 


Kotz & Leeds 

TIMEI..KHK DKSltJSf AND IJlJIIJi 


FOLLOW US ON 




203 . 774.4154 


WWW.KOTZLEEDS.COM 


C T & N Y 





ALL IMAGES COURTESY OE BRANDS AND/OR STORES 



1 Arteriors 

Kelli Lamp with violet- 
colored natural hide; 
$930. Pimlico, New 
Canaan, 203-972-8166, 
pimlicohome.com 

2 Juniper Books 

Personalized 
cookbooks, available in 
fourteen colors; $350. 
juniperbooks.com 

3 Ray Ban 

Aviator brushed 
bronze sunglasses in 
lilac; $170. Richards, 
Greenwich, 
203-622-0551; 
shop.mitchellstores.com 

4 John Safibelfo 

Pair of petite 
upholstered barrel 
back chairs; price 
upon request. 
johnsalibelloantiques.com 

5 Matthew Studios 

Freya large pull in 
Amethyst; price 
upon request. New 
York, 212-678-8626; 
matthewstudiosny.com 

6 Marc Phillips 

Jamie Bush 
Collaboration Topo 
Drift rug; $8,800 for 8 
X 10. marcphillipsrugs.com 

7 The Urban Electric 
Co. 

Grayfoy designed 
by Steven 
Gambrel; $8,960. 
urbanelectricco.com 

8 Phillip Jeffries 

Bermuda Hemp 
grasscloth wallpaper; 
to the trade. 
phiiiipjeffries.com 


ultra violet 



"Greyed lavenders and lilacs 

add depth and bring a femininity 

to the silvers and greys we see so 
much of. Brighter shades pop 

against mochas and warm taupes 

- MICHELLE MORGAN HARRISON, 

MORGAN HARRISON HOME 



Summer's unbeatable new hue is violet. 
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goods 


tropical punch 

Ride a wave of island style. 


"An island interior 
should always 
carry a hint of 
sand and salt 

Try to keep color 
to a minimum, so as 
not to compete with 
the kaleidoscope of 
color outside. Dark 
mahogany, lots 
of white and an 
oversized vase of 
greenery pretty 
much sums it up." 

- INDIA HICKS, 

INDIA HICKS INC. 


1 Anthropologie 

Canyon fringe 
hammock; $118. The 
Westchester, 914-397- 
9434; anthropologie. 
com 

2 Beverly Hills 
Wallpaper 

Martinique 'A' 
Wallpaper BH90210; 
$352 per roll. 
designerwallcoverings. 
com 

3 Gray Malin 

St. Tropez Joy 
surfboard by Almond; 
$2,499. graymalin.com 

4 Bliss Home & 
Design 

Teak Buddha 
chair; $1,176. 
blisshomeanddesign. 
com 

5 isiand Style 

by India Hicks; $45. 
rizzoliusa.com 

6 Property Furniture 

Parq Life coffee 
table; $12,700. New 
York, 917-237-0123; 
propertyfurniture.com 
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Shop an unprecedented selection of quality home furnishings and aooessories souroed from around the globe 
in our four unique showrooms or online, Love How You Live* and let us make your dream home a reality, 
With 30+ in-house designers and unlimited resouroes, any style or size projeot is possible. Go Bespoke at 
the LA Workrooms in our Design Center with superior oustom work, from window treatments and upholstery to 
furniture restoration. Trade Welcome with unique resouroes and support for interior design professionals. 


AN August 

FURNISHINGS +OI SIGN 


Norwalk Design Center 


Greenwich 


South Norwalk Outlet 


New York City 


lillianaugust.com 


goods 


take it outside 

Let the thrill of the grill lure you out to the patio. 





V ^ V 4 V ^ V ^ 




Mise en place is 

key for entertaining 
al fresco. Have your 
ingredients chopped, 
sliced, measured, and 
placed in individual 
prep bowls on a large 
sheet pan ready 
for transport 

- JULIA DEANE. 

CULINARY WORKS 


1 ABC Carpet & Home 

REEVESdesign cast 
aluminum table; 
$2,595. 

New York, 

212-473-3000; 

abchome.com 

2 Fontana 

The Gusto Wood 
Oven; $4,899. 
fontanaforniusa.com 

3 Palacek 

Capri outdoor 
arm chair; $943. 

Lynne Scalo Design, 
Greenwich, 
203-222-4991; 
iynnescalo.com 

4 Mario Luca Giusti 

Acrylic whiskey 
tumbler; $26 each. 
Jung Lee, New 
York, 212-257-5655; 
jungleeny.com 

5 Waterworks 

Lucca serving board, 
$640. Greenwich, 
203-869-7766; 
waterworks.com 

6 Caliber 

Rockwell Grill; $10,000. 
wiliiams-sonoma.com 

7 Christian Bjorn 

Lighthouse outdoor 
torch in black or 
white; starts at $90. 
Design Within Reach, 
Stamford, 
203-614-0787; 
dwr.com 
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Rest easy. 

By eliminating bedbugs, we give you peace of mind and time to focus on the 
more important things in life. ■ You can relax, knowing you and your family 
are not going to be bitten, not going to be up all night itching and scratching. ■ 
And you can relax, knowing we fight bedbugs in eco-smart ways. ■ Our 
executives have a BS from Cornell in entomology, a BS in plant pathology and 
a BS in environmental science. We consult with you and advise you, and 
develop comprehensive solutions: integrated pest management. ■ From 
homeowners to property managers, thousands of people rely on JP McHale 
Pest Management for a justifiable sense of security. ■ You can, too. Go to 
www.nopests.com or call us at 800.479.2284. 




NY Bus, Reg, # 08690 • CT Bus, Reg, # B-1086 • NJ Bus, Reg, # 98083A 


haute stuff 

produced by MEGAN GAGNON 





Loll Designs Deck chair in Sand; $769. 
lolldesigns.com 


Industry of all Nations Panamericana chair; $265. 
aplusrstore.com 


Poiywood Classic folding Adirondack; $269. 
polywoodinc.com 



These lounge chairs are ship-shape and ready for relaxation. 



Royai Botania New England lounge chair; $1,495. 
royaibotania.com 


Crate & Barrel Brant Turkish Tile folding chair; $299. 
crateandbarrel.com 


Piet Hein Eek Bucketseat in Teak; $563. 
thefutureperfect.com 
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Mattiazzi Medici chair; $1,239. 
dwr.com 


Room & Board Emmet lounge chair in orange; $399. 
roomandboard.com 
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shop talk 


Design News 

New collections, haute ^ happenings and more 

hy DAN HAJDUCKY and ANN KAISER 




W hen famed designer Jens 
Risom, one of the first to 
bring Scandanavian style 
to America, recently came to 
Design Within Reach looking 
to refashion one of his early 
cabinet series with a younger 
designer, DWR suggested Chris 
Hardy Houston-born Hardy, 
who designed DWR’s Helix 


Table in 2012, has an impressive 
design background, too — a fine 
arts BA from Detroit’s College for 
Creative Studies and a master’s 
in design from Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University’s School 
of Design— but had only debuted 
his first furniture design at Salone 
del Mobile in 2011. Risom, now 
a Connecticut resident, was 
bom nearly a hundred years 
earlier, in igi6, and has been 
designing professionally since 
1942. On paper, they might have 


seemed an unlikely match, but 
Risom’s wealth of experience, 
coupled with Hardy’s modem 
flair, gave birth to the retro 
chic Ven (Danish for “friend”) 
Storage Collection. The collection 
includes gorgeous wooden 
cabinets, dressers, credenzas, wall 
units, and armoires that provide 
both efficient storage and visual 
appeal. With Hardy, Risom has 
made his iconic style brand-new 
in 2015. Check out the collection 
at dwr.com. -DH 


Chris Hardy 
and Jens Risom 
with a piece 
from Ven 


CUSTOM 

CAPABILITY 

The Ven Collection 
is made to mix 
and match. 



n -^1 


Shown in Oak, the 
Mixed Wall Unit includes 
adjustable shelving and 
five cord escapes with 
solid wood covers. 



The Large Wall Unit has 
a spot for just about 
everything, with options 
for shelving, soft-closing 
drawers, and more. 



The elegant Double 
Dresser has subtle style, 
with stainless steel or 
brass hardware. 





HOUSE OF CARS 

-=^Co££eci0%^-=r 


'GRAND TOUR* 

Pr»»«ited bjf The New CindBn Pfictorfcil Seciety 



HISTORY THAT MOVES YOU 


CURATED GARAGE TOUR 8c 

GALA CELEBRATION 

September 12, 2015 


MILLER MOTORCARS 



k: 
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MOFFLY MEDIA 


FOR MORE, PLEASE VISIT 
NCHISTORY.ORG/EVENTS. 



LEGENDARY Service. 
SUPERIOR Products. 
REMARKABLE Heritage 


Inspiring 

GATHERINGS 


GAULTSTONE.COM 


STONE 

A STONE FOR EVERY STYLE 


WESTPORT SHOWROOM 

11 Ferry Lane West 
Westport, CT | 203.227.5181 


BETHEL SHOWROOM 

1 Paul Street 

Bethel, CT | 203.790.9023 
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shop talk 


/\ I j1 it /\ riO\/(P WHAUS: upscale 

1 . ^ V T pillows for the modern designer 

H olly JafFe launched WOW- 
HAUS in 2013 with the aim 
to make elite pillows that 
would juxtapose textures and 
materials in residential interi- 
ors. “WOWHAUS is all about 
producing limited-edition and 
true custom collections for 
homeowners, hoteliers, and oth- 
ers who want nothing less than 
real exclusivity and [peak]-of- 
luxury experience,” says JafFe. 

Her A Little Slice of Heaven® 
line includes pillows that feature 
French milled calfskin, Italian 
suede, natural matte python, and 
Spanish nubuck, among others. 

The creme de la creme of the 
collection is a limited edition, 
hand-antiqued “rattlesnaked” 
leather and Tibetan lamb fur 
accented pillow. If you’re looking 
for something to set your home 
apart, these pillows are it. Avail' 
ahle at taigan.com, and Katie Fong 
Boutique, 60 Lewis St, Greenwich, 

20J'/i/'i66o, wowhaus.com. -DH 



ROOM 
TO GROW 

Bunny Williams opens 
a flagship showroom 
in the New York 
Fine Arts Building 


Top interior designer BUNNY WILLIAMS recently set 
up shop in New York City's Fine Arts Building. 

Her new showroom will feature tables, chairs, 
lamps, desks, accessories, and more from Williams' 
Home collection. Williams says of her Home line: 
"Whether you're updating a room or redecorating 
the entire house, our designs are created to work 
with any interior and in any mixture of styles." 
Williams' signature "organized clutter" look 
speaks to the upscale tearooms of England's The 
Chatsworth House and London's Milestone Hotel, 
and could speak volumes in your home as well. 
Check out the Fine Arts Building at 232 E. 59th St, 
New York, NY; thefineartsnyc.com. -DH 
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[ Get more design news, check out Design Notes on athomefc.com ] 





WINNING LOOKS 

Attending the A-tist Gala in Stamford 
on September 10th? Our finalists 
brought their T game with their 
projects. Now it's time to do the same 
with your fashion! Want to make 
our best-dressed list this year? Don 
your most striking duds, and come 
to design's big night out. Tickets 
available at athomefc.com. 




NEIL HAUCK ARCHITECTS 

859 Post Road Daa ien^ CT06B20 203-8^5 9^40 w\irvy.nei 1 liauckorchitects.coni 
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I I CATERING 

5eLder\ 


& EVENT PLANNING 




fashionhouse 

produce d hy MEGAN GAGNON 



How fashion informs the rooms we live in 


Leif Cherrydrops 
blanket; $168. leifshop.com 



Barn Liqht Electric 

Set of five enamel graniteware 
nesting bowls in jadeite; $130 
barnlightelectric.com 




Biscuit 

Austin standard 
sham; $65. 
biscuit-home, 
com 


Eugenia Kim 

Courtney 
hat; $365. 
eugeniakim.com 




T here's beauty in the chaos j 
with paint-splatter 
prints, which inject whimsy 
into your space while making 
an abstract artistic statement. 
Embrace imperfection and ^ 
try primary-colored shades, ' 1 
as seen on the Milly runway. 



Jonathan Adier 

Jackson coaster 
set; $88. 
jonathanadier.com 

West Elm 

Galaxy sheet 
set; $29-$119. 
westeim.com 



Pollock chocolate j 

bar; $13. 

coiossaishop.com | 
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Audi 

Truth In Engineering 




And the awards go to... 

Winner: World Car of the Year 2014. Winner: Car and Driver's comparison test. 

Winner: An Edmunds.com Top Rated Award. The 2015 Audi A3 is the 
unprecedented synthesis of economy and Luxury. The world wiLL never be the 
same. See the vehicle that defies class at the tri-state's only Magna Society Elite 
Award winner: Danbury Audi. 


The 2015 Audi A3. 

Starting at $29,900. 



DANBURY AUDI 


(203) 744-5202 . danburyaudi.com 

25 Sugar Hollow Road . Danbury, CT 06810 





lllGREDIENTS 

2 (750ml) bottles of white wine 
V 2 cup Cointreau (orange Liquer) 

1 cup green grapes 

2 . limes, thinly sliced 
V 2 cup sugar 

1 liter club soda 

2 cups peaches, thinly sliced 
1 green apple, thinly sliced 
Mint sprigs for. garnish 


Combine sugar, Cointreau, limes, grapes, peaces, 
and apples in a large pitcher. Cover with wine and 
chill sangria several hours. To serve, spoon fruits into 
glasses or goblets, pour wine mixture over top of the frCRt. 
Top glasses of sangria off with a spiash of soda water, 
garnish with mint sprig and ser^e. 

Serves 16 glasses of thinner conll|fcncyj^ 


entertaining thoughts 

with Marcia Selden Catering 



what’s an easy summer drink 
that I can make in large batches 
for entertaining? 


Cool and refreshing white sangria 
is the perfect way to elevate 
your backyard bbq or kickoff 
your outdoor dinner party The 
colorful combination of seasonal 
fruit, fresh mint, and crisp wine 
makes it an ideal cocktail for 
planned events or impromptu 
gatherings. Plus, you can make 
it ahead of time and leave it to 
chill while you get ready for 
your guests. Summer entertaining 
should at least appear easy — and 
this is truly effortless. Our twist 
on the classic, with white wine, 
peaches, and apples, will have 
you toasting the warm weather 
all season long. 




Sangria is as pretty as it is tasty-don't 
waste its good looks by serving it in a punch 
bowl. A shapely glass pitcher is the perfect 
vessel to show off this summery drink. 




Marquis by 
Waterford 

Vintage Martini 
Pitcher with 
Stirrer; $79. 
waterford.com 
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house parties 


athome Books launch: Gardens at First Light 

BOOK SIGNING AT LILLIAN AUGUST, NEW YORK CITY 



I Author Stacy Bass with Lillian August's Dan and John 
Weiss 2 The outside of the flatiron storefront 

3 Jonathan Moffly, Stacy Bass, Amy Vischio and Ann 
Kaiser 4 Fran Nitti, Alissa Keegan, Leah and Michael 
Strauss 5 Howard, Benjamin, llysa, Stacy, Emily and 
Michael Bass 6 Byron Avery, Linda Andros, Jeanne 
Craig 7 Gabriella Mays, Moshe Aelyon, Lorin Klaris 
8 Alexandra Spanakos, Elizabeth Ethridge McCann, 
Lisa Marie Gina 9 Tony Prandini, Nicole Sauro, Tony 
Klimas, Howard Bass 10 Judy Ostrow, Cindy Shumate 

II David and Lauren Sussman, Eleanor Bregman, 
Melissa Kane, Laura Schlanger Maged 
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house parties 


BOOK SIGNING AT WHITE BIRCH STUDIO, WESTPORT 



I Mar Jennings with Sally and Peter Cadoux 2 Janet 
Samuels, Joanie Landau, Susan Anderson with Stacy 
Bass (in front) 3 Rick Swann, Heather O'Neill, Amy 
Vischio 4 Kitt Shapiro, Wende Cohen, Moshe Aelyon, 
Susan Anderson, Gabriella Mays 5 Betsy Berman, Amy 
Goldberg, Ronit Tarshis 6 Jim Gerrity, Alex Smith, 
Sophie Buggs 7 Front row: Kim Zeiss and Sara 
Gardner; Back row: Beverly Berkson, Susan Anderson 
and Eric Simmons of White Birch Studio 8 Ellen 
Baldwin and Heather Kreitler 9 Westport's White Birch 
Studio 10 Jennifer O'Reilly and Wendy Brown 

II Jack and Alison Feuer, Glenn Levin, All Hokin 
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house parties 


OGRCC Kitchen Tour 

OLD GREENWICH 



1 Dawn Jackson, Susan 
Ellison, Kate Tabner, Holly 
Gregoire, Heather Wise 

2 David Junius and 
Rosemarie Hyson 

3 Kendra Earn, Laura 
Laitala, Suzi DiFrisco 

4 Eileen Deschapelles and 
Maureen Santini 5 Ingrid 
Winn, Daphne Lamsvelt- 
Pol, Theresa Fellows, 
Penny Echevarria 6 Lunch 
at Le Fat Poodle in 
Greenwich 7 Mary and 
Barbara Schneider 

8 A sunny breakfast nook 

9 Toni Colandro of Aux 
Delices 10 A mid-century 
inspired dining area 

11 Patty Cooney, Penny 
Hoyt, Diane Alecci, Vicky 
Gaily 12 Amy Zeppelin, 
Tim Muldoon 
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construction * renovation * service 


203 - 348-6899 www.haggertypools.com 


ROWAYTON CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
PRESENTS 



Ro WAY TON 
House Tour 

2015 


September 18, 2015 

I0AM-2PM 

Tickets on Sale 

August 2ist at 

WWW.ROWAYTONCT.COM 

For information call 

203.803.8341 

WITH THANKS TO OUR MEDIA PARTNER 

WKSfow 

MDfTiVUCHA 
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house parties 


av/June Issue Party hosted bv Deane Inc 


DEANE INC. SHOWROOM, STAMFORD 



1 Kim McOwan, 

Carey Karlan, Amy 
Vischio 2 Mollie 
Rhodes and Burke 
Cheney 3 Peter 
and Julie Deane with 
Jonathan Moffly 

4 Matt Matthews, 
Ingrid Becker, 

Whit Matthews 

5 Lisa Bonsanti and 
Veronica Campbell 

6 Alice Hayes and 
Lotte Meister 

7 Gianna Santoro, 
Megan Gagnon, 

Ann Kaiser 


Si 




Mi 

Kl'til 
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house parties 


Single Artist Show Opening: Melinda R. Snnith 


MICHAEL FLORIO FINE ART & DESIGN, GREENWICH 



1 Miriam Osei and Calvin Jones of BCakeNY 2 Molly Florio with artist Melinda R. Smith 
3 Ron Manganiello, Adrianna Paradiso, Kristin Mocker, Michael Florio 4 Bradford and Brian Walker with Nancy Keary 



YOUR PEACEFUL 
PLACE 

Yard Group Lartdscapfng Is sensitive 
and responsfve to the process while 
bringing your dreamscapeto life. 
We call it Lifestyle Landscaping. 
You'll simply call it home. 

Contact Yard Group Landscaping today 
for a better place to come home to. 

www.yaridgroup.com 
Phone- S60.A30.300D 

-I /Yard 
Group 

Lcind93ape, 

^Design 

llfESTYLE LANDSCAI'ING 
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PHILIP JOHNSON GLASS HOUSE, NEW CANAAN 
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1 Katherine 
Malone-France, Scott 
Drevnig 2 Christa 
Carr, Cole Akers, 
Katherine Malone- 
France, Greg Sages 

3 Lara Cocken, 
Georgia Wright 

4 Alexandra and 
Melissa Standring 

5 Matthew Crucius, 
Melissa Mentuck, 

Ryan Garvey, Kim 
Phillips 6 Enoc Perez, 
Bob Colacello, Christy 
MacLear, Dana Evans, 
Carol Perez 7 Andrea 
Franchini, Eva Vai, 
Christopher Wolf, 

Kyle Hotchkiss 
Carone, All Barker 

8 John and Bonnie 
Edelman, Nada and 
Avery Stirratt 

9 Joseph La Piana 

10 Angela Pham 





i 203 - 247-0095 

^'J^ebra@lipsetdesigns.com 
^ www.lipsetdesigns.com 


PHOTOGRAPH BY MURDOCH PHOTOGRAPHY & CO 
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house parties 


Greenwich Affair Launch Parf 


GABRIELE'S, GREENWICH 



'^Aftair.com 




ffaircOT 


1 Nora Mansourov, Jeff Gloeb 2 LeeAnn and Tom 
Thornton 3 Ginny Gray and Rick Johnson 4 Lisa and 
Mat Lori 5 Fred Knier, Adrienne Singer 6 Martin 
Gunnarsson and Cailin Burns 7 Helene deDube-Parker, 
Gabriella Mays 8 Debbi and Chris O'Shea 9 Robbie Gray 
and Ali Nichols 10 Helene Barre 11 Caryn Mallin, Lindsay 
Brooke Weiss 12 Diane Sembrot, Cristin Marandino and 
Trish Kirsch 13 Jack, Donna, and Jonathan Moffly 


38 athomefc.com 




NEST DELIVERS A FRESH APPROACH TO MODERN 
CLASSIC DESIGN IN NEW LUXURY HOME CONSTRUCTION. 

WE DEVELOP AWARD-WINNIN'G ENVIRONMENTS 
THAT REFLECT TODAY’S QUINTESSENTIAL CONNECTICUT 
LIFESTYLE WITH A FOCUS ON UNCOMPROMISING QUALITY, 
FUNCTIONALITY, COMFORT AND CLIENT SERVICE. 

203.523.0296 info@nestdevelopmentct.com 



KAREN BOW 

INTERIORS 
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OUR 2015 PANEL OF JUDGES WILL REVEAL THE WINNERS 



AMANDA NISBET BEKASTURGES EDWARD SIEGEL JENNIFER PDST MARIO NIEVERA 

Amanda Nisbet Design, Inc. Reed Hilderbrand LLC Cooper, Robertson & Partners Jennifer Post Design Nievera Williams Design 





For more information or to purchase tickets, 
please visit our website: athomefc.com 


Yale Wag 


TITLE SPONSOR 


join US for the 


6\nnual 



ERICCOHLER KEITH WILLIAMS PEGGY DEAMER ROBERT COUTURIER 

Eric Cohler Design Nievera Williams Design Deamer Studio Robert Couturier Inc. 



ABC 


' — PRESENTING SPONSORS — * 


M 

HOBBS, INCORPORATED 


PRUrnWG 

& 

COMPANY 






TiSCHLER !» SDHN 



LENOX 


jewelers 


September 10 

Palace Theatre in Stamford 


Mitchell Gold 
+Bob Williams 

(rLFlfliiTri-HO l-i VPAHV OF COUFO-AT 



BENEFITING 


O MOFFLY MEDIA 


^ Habttat 1w HuMnanHy 






O ver a teii'year career in design editorial, the owner of this home has gotten inside the 
heads of some of the best in the business. “I learned something from every designer I 
ever interviewed, from Mario Buatta to Amy Lau to Vicente Wolf,” she says, “but the 
one I learned the most from is Sandy.” 

“Sandy” is otherwise known as interior designer Sandra Morgan, who worked with former 
New York Times reporter and founder of WriteNow Valerie Cruice and her husband. Jay, to 
incorporate the best of both the past and present into their home in Darien. The couple have 
lived there for over thirty years, and the interiors hadn’t been updated much since the home- 
owner decorated it with her interior designer mother around that time. “Floral chintz was 
on every window and chair — very Reagan-era,” laughs the homeowner. She’d been trying to 
redecorate for a while, collecting bags and bags of wallpaper and fabric samples, but as every 
design-minded pro knows, your own home is always the hardest. “I knew what I wanted 
,but I couldn’t execute it,” she says, but when she saw Sandra’s work in another magazine, “It 
resonated with me.” Sandra was familiar with her client’s work, too, and they worked out a 
partnership. “Once we started playing off each other, it was amazing,” says Valerie. 

The two were on the same page right from the beginning, and the project proved to be a 


It’s all about the details in 
the entryway, from the icy 
hlue'painted ceiling to the 
stenciled floors. Mac, one 
of the couple’s three dogs, 
welcomes guests out front. 
opposite. The vibrant 
living room is always 
in use. “You can see the 
life in it, ” says Sandra. 
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Sandra introduced the 
homeowners to artist Penny 
Putnam, whose piece hangs 
above the living room sofa. 
The walls are painted a 
custom coral. 





A Bungalow 5 bamboo 
chair from SM Home is 
a fun counterpart to the 
secretary the homeowners 
purchased at the 
Charlottesville Auction 
House during graduate 
school. Their tennis 
trophies fill the cabinet. 



"Our task was really to infuse a beautiful, very traditional 
setting with a young, upbeat, fresh flavor." 

-SANDRA MORGAN 


great collaboration. “If she didn’t say it first, I said it first,” 
says Sandra. “There were so many times when one of us 
would say, 'I was just going to say that.’” Her client is quick 
to give the designer credit: “We really ham-and-egged it, 
but Sandy was the guiding force,” she says. 

“Our task was really to infuse a beautiful, very tradi- 
tional setting with a young, upbeat, fresh flavor,” says 
Sandra. To start the process, the designer first took a look 


at what the couple already had, including quite a few 
family pieces, which they wanted to incorporate into the 
new design. “They really wanted to respect those and 
integrate them into their lifestyle,” says Sandra, but the 
pieces needed some rehabbing to make them fit seamlessly 
into the much-updated interiors. 

Perhaps the most important of those pieces is the an- 
tique rug in the living room, which came from Jay’s child- 
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“Stream of Consequences" 
by Penny Putnam hangs 
in the dining room. 

Floor stenciling is by 
Lawrence Oliver. 
opposite; Sandra used silk 
Anna French “songbirds" 
fabric on the dining room 
drapes, and covered the 
walls and ceiling in 
Osborne & Little’s 
“Fretwork" paper. 
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Mac relaxes on the patio near the pool. Chevron lamps from SM Home flank the sofa, with cushions upholstered in Sunbrella fabrics. 
The embroidered panels are from the Irish Linen Shop in Bermuda. 


hood home in Delaware. It was in bad shape when it ar- 
rived in Connecticut, but after a restoration by Proudian, 
the revived hues drove the color palette on the first floor. 
“When you have something of quality, it’s just going to 
keep coming back,” says Valerie. Some other quality pieces 
from her husband’s family are the Chippendale camel- 
back sofa, now recovered in a Holly Hunt fabric, and the 
show-stopping loveseat in the living room. 


Other pieces were finds in the homeowners’ long his- 
tory at the house. The blue lamps flanking the fireplace 
were retrieved from an old furniture shop in Darien in 
the igSos. Around the same time, Valerie wanted a big 
mirror for over the fireplace, so off she went, six months 
pregnant, to United House Wrecking, and spotted the 
gold antique that now hangs there. 

It’s the mix that gives this home its unique personal- 
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“I love to play with words, and I don’t want to take things too seriously,” says the homeowner, who had pillows with the 
cheeky inscription “The Big Eau” made for the lounge chairs near her (relatively) small pool. 


ity, though, the merging of modern and traditional. The 
vibrant living room wall color was taken from the antique 
rug. “[The homeowners] are full of life, so doing a coral 
room that was warm and lively and rich was very appro' 
priate for who they are,” says Sandy. A pair of custom Lu' 
cite tables sit in front of the love seat in the living room, 
and in a nod to Valerie’s days as a concert pianist, a bust 
of Beethoven by Peter Rubino sits on a pedestal in the 


living room. The lighting, too, is a mix of sleek and tradi- 
tional pieces, which serve an important function in each 
space. “Without the right lighting, it doesn’t matter what 
else you do. You can make the most beautiful room in the 
world, but if the lighting isn’t right, no one will appreci- 
ate it,” says Sandra. A mix of floor and table lamps, and 
overhead and wall lighting gives the homeowners the op- 
portunity to highlight different areas and play with mood. 
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When you have something of quality it's just going 
to keep coming back." 

-THE HOMEOWNER 


athomefc.com 







The contemporary works of artist Penny Putnam are 
also illuminated in the living room and dining room. In 
the latter space, the homeowners opted out of traditional' 
feeling Gracie panels in favor of a fretwork paper from 
Osborne & Little, which adorns the walls and ceiling 
and creates a kind of gazebo effect. Ballgown-esque Anna 
French fabric drapes hang from modern Lucite rods, and 
complete the shimmering space. The wooden dining 
chairs were lacquered in white, and orange faux-leather 
seats make a statement without being high-maintenance. 

Across the lawn, the pool house is both a getaway and 
a guest space. When the homeowners put in the pool and 
pool house about eight years ago, Valerie chose to tackle 
the project herself Their oldest child had just gotten en- 
gaged, and it made the couple rethink their spaces. “All 
of sudden, when something like that happens, you look 
at your house in a completely different way,” says Valerie. 
“We’d been putting it off, and that spurred us into ac- 


tion.” The blue-and'orange color scheme is as lively as the 
palette in the main house, making the space a wonderful 
spot to relax and entertain guests in the warmer months. 

Combining the past and present is no easy task, but 
incorporating meaningful pieces — and design sense honed 
over years in the business — into a home is what makes it 
truly personal and special. After more than three decades 
in this house, it really looks like the couple who live 
there. “We finally feel like it’s an accurate reflection of 
who we have evolved into at this point in our lives,” says 
Valerie. Which just goes to show, it’s not always a bad 
thing when history repeats itself, as long as you learn 
along the way — and give it a modern twist. IQ 

RESOURCES 

Sandra Morgan Interiors, Greenwich, 
sandramorganinteriors.com 
WriteNow LLC, writenowdone.com 
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"We finally feel like it's an accurate 

REFLECTION Of WflO We fiave EVOLVED 


The pool house was 
Valerie’s project and is now 
a great place to entertain 
guests. The palette of 
blue and orange echoes the 
patio furniture off the 
rear of the main house. 
opposite: Orange lanterns 
stand out against a natural 
backdrop of green. 



INTO at this point in our lives." 


-THE HOMEOWNER 



by ANN KAISER photographs AMY VISCHIO 



A charming coastal cape is just right for its new owner 



Virginia loves being so close 
to everything in town. 
“It’s nice being on the main 
street,” she says. “It’s really 
a fun place to be.” 
opposite: Silvia Erskine 
suggested lowering the 
stone wall out front. 


F or homeowner Virginia Cargill, this old, historic Southport cape was a fresh, new 
start. Over her thirty years of living in the town, she had made homes in several 
types of houses, most recently a much larger one on the harbor, where she lived 
with her two sons for about fifteen years. With the boys graduated from college, she took 
a second look at her place and decided it was time for a change. “It was an opportune 
time to downsize,” says Virginia, who has a deep appreciation for the history of the town 
and decided to continue creating her personal history there with this move. 

When Southport was a big onion-shipping harbor, the captains of the ships lived in 
the Victorian homes on Westway Road (one of which Virginia lived in at one time), 
and the tradesman lived in the capes on Main Street (where she currently resides). 
“I enjoyed the historical element of it,” says Virginia. But going to a home half the size 
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this spread: The front living room has style from the past and present, with a Lucite coffee table, and an antique Chinoiserk chair and vintage sconces. A Bunny Williams sofa upholstered in 
a fabric from Brunschwig & Fils, and draperies in a Schumacher fabric add neutral texture. The bright lamps are Christopher Spitzmiller, and the wallpaper is a Phillip Jeffries grass cloth. 
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The patterned chair is 
the basis of the rest of the 
design. “That chair was 
the starting point for the 
house,” says Parker 
The coral pulled from the 
motif carries throughout 
the rest of the home. 


Wttson found inspiration 
in this home’s symmetry, 
aligning an intricate par- 
terre of scrolled anchors 
sculpted from boxwood 
with the grand front 
entrance. 

The anchor motifs in the 
parterre refer to the clients’ 
love of the water. 




Watson found inspiration ir?thiM 

etim 


parterre of scrolled anchors sculpted from boxwood with the grand front 
^Merre refer to the clients’ love of the water. 


[an intricc 








The kitchen is perfectly 
positioned to serve dinner 
with ease on the terrace 
and has a clear view 
straight into the family 
room, opposite; 

The banquette makes great 
use of a tight space— just 
right for cozying up with 
a book or providing extra 
seating at a party. 



of her previous one called for some serious purging of her inherited 
furniture collection — pieces of history she had to part with in order to 
make the move. 

The house itself saw some renovations as well, to make it more 
open and better suited to entertaining. Virginia credits landscape ar- 
chitect Silvia Erskine (who is also an architect and interior designer) 
with the idea to lower the stone wall out front to better show off the 
home, and to extend the patio back forty feet, instead of the initially 
proposed twenty. A side entrance opens up the house without altering 
the historic front facade. 







The guest bedroom features 
Phillip Jeffries paper and 
Quadrille drapes. 

















The guest bedroom is calm and comfortable; the Quadrille fabric used on a chair in the library is also used 
on the dining room drapes; Virginia’s desk belonged to her father. His portrait hangs above. 


For the interiors, she called on Parker Rogers and Katie Holmberg 
of Parker & Company, who have worked with her on other projects 
over the last ten years and know her well enough to push her to try 
some new pieces in her older home. 

“It’s fun to work with people you know, and that frankly are hon' 
est enough to say, 'Virginia, this is the right thing, live with it for a 
while’. ..I think you need that, you need to have the back and forth,” 
says the homeowner. 

Her new home was an opportunity to embrace a new look — and 
in doing so, to let go of some pieces that just didn’t work. “It was 
that moment when you realize you don’t have to live with all of 
your mother’s stuff,” laughs Virginia. But she did keep the pieces in 
the family, sending many to her niece and nephews for their own 
homes, including an “old'school” mahogany dining table and needle- 
point chairs whose sentimental value was priceless — ^but whose stylis- 
tic value could be quantified. 

Katie describes this project as a clean slate: “It was an opportunity 
to take the things that she really liked and that were important to her 
and build a new aesthetic around those pieces.” 

But that’s not to say all of her family heirlooms went to the next 
generation — keeping some special pieces for herself is what makes this 
home truly personal. The designers blended many of her antiques 
with new fabrics and pieces to create a very fresh, modern interior. 
“One of the directions we were trying to go in was to make it simple, 
pretty, and very happy,” says Parker. They brought in some brighter. 


more feminine fabrics than Virginia maybe would have gravitated to- 
ward herself, and incorporated key family pieces like her father’s desk 
(his portrait also hangs over it), and the antique bureau in the living 
room that belonged to her mother. 

Parker kept continuity in the design by using the same rug in 
both the front and rear rooms, and using the color coral throughout. 
Though used more predominately in the back dining room/family 
room, and sprinkled throughout the front living space, it creates a 
visual continuity in the small cape. In the living room, the colorful 
fabric on the chair was originally going to be used for the drapes (on a 
shopping trip to New York, it was Virginia who landed on the metal- 
lic open-weave fabric that ended up being used), and the colors of the 
room were pulled from there. 

The small home feels both cozy and spacious, thanks to a well- 
planned design and layout. Inspired by a trip to a friend’s home in 
Nice, Virginia had also asked the designers to create many different 
seating areas to give her lots of options and make the house feel larger. 
The designers mapped it all out, dividing up the rear of the home into 
distinct kitchen, family room, dining room, and library spaces, and 
giving her different areas to sit and relax in the living room, too. The 
outdoor space is a major part of the house as well. For three seasons a 
year, the patio is in heavy use. “It feels like a whole other room,” says 
Virginia. French doors off the rear of the house open onto the outdoor 
terrace, making it feel like an extension of the home. 

With a great design and strict editing, this home proves that down- 
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sizing can make a person feel lighter, more vibrant, and more at home. 
“It feels very complete,” says Holmberg. “Fresh, modern, and happy 
are the words that come to mind,” says Parker. 

Their firm always strives to makes spaces that both look good and 
feel good to their clients: “Beautiful spaces that are very personal are 
kind of the golden ticket, if you will,” says Parker. For Virginia, they 
hit the nail right on the head. “This house is very reflective of who 
she is today,” says Katie. And who she is, is a woman who loves to 
share her beautiful spaces, even establishing an annual open house for 
Southport’s Blessing of the Fleet (the parade marches right by her front 
door), and inviting friends and neighbors in each Halloween — and in 
doing so, she continues to create her own history in a town and a 
home that she loves. 12 

RESOURCES 

J. P. Franzen Associates Architects, Southport, franzenarchitects.com 
Erskine Associates, LLC, Georgetown, erskineassoc.com 
Parker & Company, Southport, parkerrogersinteriors.com 







The patio is a major 
entertaining space that 
Virginia and her guests 
enjoy almost year-round. 
The dining furniture is 
from Restoration Hard- 
ware, and the tablecloth is 
in a Quadrille fabric. 
opposite; In the dining 
area, an antique chest from 
Virginia’s own collection 
looks great with new dining 
chairs from Bungalow 5. 
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slow reveal 

This Riverside garden has evolved around the view. 



hy ANN KAISER photographs STACY BASS 
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Planters full of a variety of colorful annuals sit atop stone walls. Lavender grows in the center. 


W hen you’ve got a water view like the owners of this River- 
side home do, it’s a no-brainer to make it the focus of the 
architecture of the house. When the owners, a couple with 
three now-grown children, first purchased the property sixteen years 
ago, they undertook a huge renovation to the home — reconfiguring 
the rooms, replacing windows — ^but only did minimal landscaping, 
hesitant to create anything that would detract from the 180 degrees of 
water view of Cos Cob Harbor and Long Island Sound surrounding 
their green acres. There was also a convenience factor, as the property 
was restricted with view easements and wetland concerns. A few 
years down the road, however, they were ready to take on the chal- 
lenge of renovating the outdoors, too, and after seeing the work of 
Sasco Farms Landscape Design on a house tour, called upon owner 
Dianna Cutler, and landscape designers John Lloyd and Selim Yolac, 
to help. That call began a ten-year process of developing the landscape 


to suit the family’s changing needs and lifestyle. The only thing that 
never changed was the importance of that breathtaking view. 

When the team first looked at the property, there were only the 
pool and a small patio at the rear of the house on site. The first step, 
“concurrent with the departure of our rollerblading children,” says the 
homeowner, was softening the entrance to the house by reconfigur- 
ing the driveway to create more of a courtyard feel and changing the 
blacktop to oil and stone. Beyond a low wall is a parterre, with a 
fountain and Hornbeam hedge, as well as a pair of custom iron gates 
that lead visitors on a pathway through a cutting garden to the home’s 
front door. The gates and hedge serve to frame the view, but also keep 
it partly hidden until visitors approach the house further, effectively 
drawing them in to the landscape. “The house sort of slowly reveals 
itself as you walk around,” says Dianna. “But the main event is really 
the Long Island Sound.” 
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'The house sort of slowly 

REVEALS ITSELF 3$ yOU 

walk around." 

-DIANNA CUTLER 


A mix of purple in the 
form of wispy Walkers 
Low Neppita and round 
allium add texture and 
color to the garden. 
Wisteria climbs up 
the pergola. 
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The view of the water 



is rivaled only by the 
one looking back toward 
the house. Grass steps 
descending to the water 
keep the look lush 
and green. 







Grass joints were 
planted among the 
Indiana Limestone tiles 
around the pool. 
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clockwise from top left: Pale pink and yellow roses add subtle color; fuchsia peonies about to bloom; 
an Espalier pear tree grows up through a boxwood hedge; agapanthus; purple allium and walkers low neppeta. 
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above: The homeowner found the Buddha on her own. It now adds a tranquil vibe to the pool and patio area; A vibrant bud blooms in the rose garden, 
opposite: A striped cabana and shaded lounge chairs are the perfect poolside additions. A flowering crabapple tree grows behind the fence. 


Over nearly a decade, the team has tackled each area of the prop' 
erty. The year after the driveway was completed, the homeowner 
asked them to take a look at her outside patio. They ended up 
redesigning the area around the pool, creating a couple of floating 
areas where the homeowners could use their outdoor furniture. 
Though the couple liked the look of grass, they didn’t want to put 
their furniture on a surface that required constant watering, and 
consequently, constant displacement of their dining table and lounge 
chairs. Sasco Farms did give them a little green though, adding grass 
joints between the limestone tiles. Additional hardscaping off the 
dining room “has increased the function of our space immeasur- 
ably,” says the homeowner. The rose garden that once bloomed by 


the front door was also relocated to a more visible spot by the pool 
where the family can enjoy it every day. 

More recently, the homeowner requested an organic vegetable gar- 
den. The group identified an already-landscaped spot as the best lo- 
cation for the plot, so another evolution of the grounds took place. 
The homeowners and their guests now enjoy their fresh veggies in al 
fresco meals on the patio all summer long, and cold boxes produce 
lettuce into the winter. 

Although she plucks what’s ripe from her vegetable garden for 
dinner, “no one has ever accused me of having a green thumb,” says 
the homeowner, who in addition to being a talented cook, is also a 
noted watercolorist. “As an artist, visualizing what shapes are needed 


74 


athomefc.com 







clockwise from top left: Behind the Buddha is a fruiting pear tree, with vegetables and herbs growing along the path; Rhodedendron; shade-loving perennials grow along the stone steps; 
a rose bush underplanted with Hakane grass in the vegetable garden; succulents; bluestone slabs are nestled in the green grass. 
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is easy for me, she says, “but how to get there is all Sasco Farms.” 
The coastal location dictated what plants could be used, and the 
homeowner credits the landscaping team’s “encyclopedic knowledge” 
of which plants would thrive for saving her from making any botani' 
cal missteps. They kept the feeling relaxed, and the look very full 
and green with touches of blues, pinks, and whites. There are a few 
repeating elements — a rose garden and rose topiaries, for instance 
(“We swim amongst fallen rose blossoms all summer long,” says the 
homeowner) — and neppeta provides year-round color. Lady’s mantle, 
a favorite by the sea, dots the property, as well as allium, lavender, 
and Montauk daisies. A few apple trees are planted around the 
landscape and by the pool, a dappled willow. “It all goes back to be- 
ing very lush and very green, and it’s not supposed to detract from 
the view of the Sound,” says Dianna. In the rear, grass steps that 


descend to a dock were inspired by the homeowners’ visit to Edith 
Wharton’s Mount in Massachusetts, and are a more subtle alternative 
to bluestone. 

“The whole house reflects that relaxed formality of the homeown- 
ers,” says Dianna. And the landscape design is not only lovely to 
look at, it encourages that easy way of living that gives the family 
time to slow down and enjoy, drawing them out onto the patio, the 
pool, and even the Long Island Sound, where they swim and kayak 
almost every day in the warmer months. But whatever the season, 
whatever the viewpoint, the landscape and the view are gorgeous 
from every angle. U 

RESOURCES 

Sasco Farms Landscape Design, Southport, sascofarms.com 


The rose garden has a mix of varieties, inciuding standard roses on the ieft, and oid 
English rose varietes framed by boxwood on the right. 
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This spread: Guests 
must walk down a few 
steps and through a 
small garden area to 
enter the potting shed/ 
apartment. 


by ANN KAISER photographs JONATHAN WALLEN 

lightening up 

Traditional architecture and contemporary furnishings make a great match. 

W hen architect Dinyar Wadia first built this guest apartment/potting shed on his 
property in 2005, to accommodate both the many plantings on the property and 
frequent out'of-town guests, the interiors were decorated to match the English 
country style of the architecture. “The original interior design was more in the iS^’^'century 
vernacular, much darker, with more golds and reds,” says interior designer Saranda Berisa, 
who works with the architect at his firm, Wadia Associates. To put it bluntly, Dinyar says, 
“it was old and fuddy duddy” — something he certainly is not. Although the potting shed, 
which guests walk through on their way up to the apartment, has stayed a kind of castle-like 
space, the architect decided it was time for a facelift upstairs. “I decided I wanted a more tran- 
sitional, cleaner, lighter, happier look,” says Dinyar. Without making any structural changes, 
“We juxtaposed a younger, fresher twist against a historical backdrop,” says Saranda. It now 
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Saranda tapped New 
Canaan's The Summer 
House and Pimlico for 
accessories. Artwork 
by photographer Lynne 
Byrne bursts in the F*" 
bedroom area..-'"' 







above: "I think the use of the pink, white, and paie gray reaily bring it to iife," says Saranda. A Saarinen table and sleek desk give the space mid-century style. 


has a more open, younger feel and look which guests will love — and 
which many of Dinyar’s younger clients are after. 

Lightening things up in the under'500'square'foot apartment also 
makes the small space feel more open. The design embraces brighter 
colors, and mid'century pieces that feel fresh and modem. The anchor 
of the space is the breakfast table and chairs, which the architect spot' 
ted while in the UK (and purchased in New York). From there, Dinyar 
entrusted most of the selections to Saranda, who chose pieces like a 
Saarinen table and John Robshaw pillows, and a lively color palette of 
pink, white, and gray. She used local resources like Pimlico and The 
Summer House for accessories, and included new artwork by Lynne 
Byrne Photography. “It just goes to show you that a very simple task 
of a paint job and some furnishings can really change the feel of a 
space,” says the designer. 


The new design has set the apartment apart from the potting shed 
below, which adjoins two greenhouses. Although Wadia enjoys gar- 
dening, and his wife loves having potted plants all over the property 
(“The main inspiration for the garden came from my sweet wife,” 
says Dinyar. “Without her there wouldn’t be any of this.”), he credits 
gardener John Horn with maintaining the gardens. “He really is a 
magician,” says Dinyar. The structure and surrounding gardens create 
an enchanting experience for the guests who get to stay in the apart- 
ment — their own little sanctuary, now fresh, lively, and fun. 

RESOURCES 

Wadia Associates, New Canaan, wadiaassociates.com 
Dinyar Wadia, architect 
Saranda Berisa, interior designer/decorator 
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by JAMIE TOURIGNY photographs JANE BEILES 

BLUE LAGOON 








The second floor has a comfy 
sectional from Crate & 

Barrel and coffee table from 
Inmod Furniture. 
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T he look for this pool house is a kind of modern-day Slim 
Aarons — and designer Laura Tutun didn’t disappoint in creat- 
ing an up-to-date playful, chic look for her clients Karen and 
Charlie Shaffer that screams “summer.” Who wouldn’t want to mix 
up a drink and relax in this fresh, fun pool house? The homeowners, 
whose main home was featured in “Blue Period” in our May/June 2015 
issue, continued the cool color scheme outside too. After moving from 
a much smaller apartment in the city that was dominated by reds, the 
couple asked Tutun to go blue in their Connecticut digs. 

The major “wow” factor comes from the graphic blue-and-white 
Given Campbell wallpaper, which Tutun had made in a custom color 
to match the turquoise pool outside. “You can’t look at that wallpa- 





Pillows covered in fabrics from Quadrille and Katie Ridder add pops of pattern on the navy sofa. The round blue tray is from Hoaglands of Greenwich. 


per without having a smile on your face,” says Tutun. “It’s instant 
fun.” That fresh, fun backdrop sets the stage for lively get-togethers 
with friends and family, where the Shaffers and their guests can 
swim and sun like they’re on vacation, right in their own back- 
yard. “The space has evolved into more than just a pool house,” 
says Karen. “It’s more like a perfect apartment.” 

Pucci-inspired Trina Turk fabrics play an important supporting role 
in keeping things easy breezy and beautiful. “They are all outdoor fab- 
rics that are forgiving for kids with bowls of chocolate ice cream!” says 
Laura, whose clients have three kids ages twelve to fourteen. Iconic 
Tulip chairs around the dining table are comfortable and stylish, and 
the extendable Crate & Barrel table gives the family flexibility when 


they’re entertaining guests, which they do often. “It’s a really fun, 
happy, family-oriented place,” says the designer. 

When they aren’t hosting cookouts and cocktail parties there, the 
pool house is a great space for the homeowners to lounge and hang 
out as a family. The navy linen sectional is deep enough to double as 
a twin-size bed for movie nights, or for kids’ sleepovers with friends. 
Whatever the occasion, it’s all about having fun, and whether they’re 
in the water or out, the pool house design always makes a splash. 

RESOURCES 

Laura Tutun, Laura Tutun Interiors, lauratutuninteriors.com 
Given Campbeii, givencampbeil.com 
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Robert Couturier 

The design phenom-and A-List judge-tells us what makes him feel at home. 


s 


My style is...whatever the client wants! I have 
my own style, of course, which is a combination 
of antiques and contemporary and a reflection 
of my taste. 

I can't live without...my dogs, music, and 
books. And probably scents and hot running 
water-1 am not that attached to things. 

My favorite piece in my home is... 

Nothing really. I just love both places, 

NY and CT, as a whole. 

When in Connecticut, I never miss... 

the chance to breath, slow down, and 
enjoy nature-specifically my garden, 
which gives me pleasure, always! 



above: 

Robert’s 
paradisial 
garden in 
Kent, left: 
The designer’s 
beloved dogs. 



“My dream project is. . . 
the next one.” 


The first piece I ever bought was... 

a pair of Eileen Gray armchairs, at Andree 
Putnam's Gallery in Paris. 

My first project was...designing a wine 
chateau in Bordeaux. 

My favorite flower is...peonies. 

One thing you may not know about me is... 

I am very shy. 

Where I am happiest...ln my home in Kent. 

My favorite destination is...Cape d'Antibes, 
Burgundy. 

How I'll be entertaining this summer... 

Luncheons or dinners: starting with drinks 
on the terrace, followed by an exquisitely 
cooked meal in the dining room. Then heading 
outside after lunch to have coffee in my 
garden, or after dinner, in my living room. 


ROBERT COUTURIER INC. 

robertcouturier.com 



TIte dining room of 

Robert’s own home in Kent. Connecticut. 

Summer style is all about...seasonal flowers, 
lots of them! Lighter-colored plates; Meals are 
lighter, cooler, fresher; Reading in the garden 
and enjoying my new pool. 

Every room needs...a dog. 

What's on my nightstand...Books, books, 
books, earplugs, and a reading lamp. Right now 
I'm reading The Lady in Gold. 

My favorite names are...My dogs' names: 
Hercule, Henriette, Dora, and Clara. 

My dream project is... the next one. 

My favorite project I've ever worked on 
was...the last one. 

What's up next for me...Life never ceases to 
amaze me. Carpe diem! 
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HEADSHOT BY CHRIS NEW: PHOTO OF FEOWER BY ISTOCKPHOTO.COM © VIEOR: DOGS, GARDEN AND HOUSE SHOTS BY TIM STREET PORTER; 



WADIA ASSOCIATES 

FIESIDEINTIAL ARCHITECTURE OF DrSTINCTiOM 



THE ENTRANCE FAQADE OF A NEW 6,000 SQ FT SHINGLE STYLE HOME IN 

NEW CANAAN, CT 


DESIGNING FINE HOMES, ESTATES, AND APARTMENTS 
IN CONNECTICUT, NEW YORK CITY, AND PALM BEACH 


WADIAASSOCIATES.COM 




Chocolate and vanilla? Sweet! 
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DEANE 

ROOMS EVERLASTING 


Come and get inspired at our design showrooms in Stamford and New Canaan 
Kitchens I Libraries I Baths | Media Rooms | Wardrobes 


deaneinc,conn 





